14    STORIES  THAT WORDS TELL US.

writers were the greatest in Europe. The greatest
doctors, lawyers, and scholars of the western lands
of Europe had often been educated at schools or
universities in France. Those who wrote about
medicine and law often used French words to de-
scribe things for which no English word was known.
The French writers borrowed many words from
Latin, and the English writers did the same. Some-
times they took Latin words from the French, but
sometimes they only imitated the French writers,
and took a Latin word and changed it to seem like
a French word.

If we were to count the words used by English
writers in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, .we
should find that quite one-tenth of these are words
borrowed from other languages. After this time
fewer words were borrowed, but still the English
language has borrowed much more than most lan-
guages.

Some people think that it is a pity that we have
borrowed so many words, and say that we should
speak and write " pure English/' But we must
remember that Britain has had the most wonderful
history of all the nations, She has had the greatest
explorers, adventurers, and sailors. She has built
up the greatest empire the world has ever seen. It
is only natural that her language should have
borrowed from the languages of nearly every nation
in the world, even from the Chinese and from the
native languages of Australia and Africa,